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Ambassador Program Application
Please take the time to thoroughly fill out this application. This is your chance to demonstrate to us how you can enrich the lives of our children and help us raise the standards of care we provided to some of the world’s most vulnerable children. Please attach your resume to this application prior to submission. Completed applications should be emailed to volunteer@flyingkites.org. 
General Information

*Name __________________________________________

*Permanent Address ________________________________


                        ________________________________



             ________________________________

Temporary Address ________________________________



           _________________________________



          _________________________________

*Phone ___________________________ Mobile Phone ________________________

*Date of Birth __________________________

*Valid E-Mail Address _________________________________

*Date ______________________

*Application will not be processed without this information

*Flying Kites does not discriminate based on race, age, religion, marital status, or sexual orientation.
*Please note that acceptance into Flying Kites’ Volunteer Program is contingent upon passing a Criminal Background Check. 

Qualifications and Experience
1. Have you ever been convicted of a felony? *[ ] Yes [ ] No. If yes, please explain:

2. Have you ever been charged with child neglect/abuse or any crime involving a child?*              [ ] Yes [ ] No. If yes, please explain:

3. Do you have any physical limitations that might impact your ability to travel abroad or work with children?

4. Are you First Aid and/or CPR certified? [  ] Yes  [  ] No
5. Do you have previous traveling or living experience in a developing country? 

[ ] Yes [ ] No If yes, please elaborate: 

6. Is this your first volunteer experience? [ ] Yes [ ] No. If no, please explain your prior volunteer experience:

7. Do you have previous experience working with children? [  ] Yes  [  ] No.  If yes, please explain. 

8. Please list your hobbies, interests, and personal skills:

Short Answer (3-4 sentences unless specified otherwise.) 
1. How did you hear about Flying Kites?

2. What stood out to you about Flying Kites that made you want to pursue an opportunity with the Ambassador Program? 

3. Who or what has most impacted your understanding of the following topics, and how was your opinion shaped by that force (i.e. university professor, news source, book, college course, event, etc)?

a. Poverty and it’s consequences: 

b.  Kenya’s history and culture: 


c. The importance of education: 

4. Please rank the following focus areas in accordance with your level of interest.  Use numbers 1-5 with # 1 signifying the area you are most interested in.

__ Education

__ Health

__ Community Development

__ Event Planning

__Public Relations and Communications 
5. Please explain why you are qualified for an ambassadorship in the focus area you ranked #1. Include information on relevant work experiences, courses, and degrees. 

6. Do you have previous fundraising experience? If yes, explain. 

7. Please describe a few of your initial ideas for your fundraising campaign. (If accepted into the program, Flying Kites will work closely with you to create an effective campaign, but it all starts with your ideas!)

8. Do you have public speaking experience? If yes, explain. 

9. Have you ever worked in a setting in which you were expected to take the initiative and be self-directed? Please give an example of such an instance. Be as specific as possible.  

10. What do you anticipate to be the most challenging aspect of an ambassadorship with Flying Kites? 

11.  Please discuss a situation in which you were forced out of your comfort zone and learned from the experience.  (Please answer in no less than 2 paragraphs.)

12. What do you hope to achieve through participation in the Ambassador Program? 

13.  Please describe your personal philosophy/outlook on life (we know, this is a bold endeavor) in no less than 2 paragraphs. 

Flying Kites Policy for Ambassadors’ Personal Web Sites & Blogs
During new experiences such as volunteering and living in a foreign country, many people choose to record their experiences on a personal website or blog.  Flying Kites believes that engaging others via these outlets can be an excellent way to share new experiences with friends, family, and co-workers.  However, we also acknowledge that because of the public nature of such sites, we need to protect the privacy of our children and the reputation of our organization.  The following is our official policy regarding blogging and personal websites. 

Ambassadors who create their own websites or post information to websites that have been created and maintained by others (“Ambassador Websites”) should be reminded that the public could locate an Ambassador Website by searching for information about Flying Kites or Kenya even if an ambassador does not actively promote his/her website.  Given these realities, Flying Kites requests that ambassadors ensure that their web presence related to Flying Kites and their ambassador experience with us is consistent with the following guidelines:

Notification.  Ambassadors who create an Ambassador Website are responsible for notifying the Ambassador Program Director of the Ambassador Website address and discussing the Website’s content with the Ambassador Program Director in advance of its publication.

Disclaimer.  Any Ambassador Website must reflect the fact that it is not an official publication of Flying Kites.  The Website, therefore, must be labeled clearly and prominently with an appropriate disclaimer such as: "The content of this website is mine personally and does not reflect or represent any position of Flying Kites as an organization."
Use of the Flying Kites Logo.  The Flying Kites logo is reserved for official activities authorized by Flying Kites and cannot be used on Ambassador Websites without explicit permission for each and every instance of use. 

Cultural Sensitivity.  We ask that Ambassadors remain culturally sensitive with respect to the material they post to their Ambassador Website.   

Ambassadors should be reminded that people in their host countries, their own friends and family, and whoever happens upon their Website may make inferences about Flying Kites or Kenya based on the Ambassador Website.  Ambassador-posted material on the Web should not reflect poorly on Flying Kites or the community in which we work.

 Historically, Kenya has been subjected to offensive and inaccurate portrayals of the country and its people.  Flying Kites asks that ambassadors be mindful of their writing on their Website so that they do not inadvertently perpetuate these misconceptions.  

The conditions of poverty you will see, such as communal toilets, handmade bicycles, and shops that sell items salvaged from dumps, are the realities of people’s lives and should not be disparaged.  

Example of insensitive blogging: I visited Njabini’s “grocery store” yesterday.  There wasn’t much of a selection!

Why this is insensitive blogging: By putting grocery story in quotation marks, you are subtly implying that the store is somehow of lesser quality than western grocery stores.  

If an ambassador ever feels uncertain about whether material is appropriate to post, he/she should discuss their concerns with the Flying Kites Country Director or Ambassador Program Director 

Safety and Security.  We encourage ambassadors to share stories about the Flying Kites children on their Ambassador Websites.  However, as a safety precaution and out of respect for the children in Flying Kites’ care, we ask that ambassadors do not use the children’s names on their Ambassador Website.  Please use pseudonyms when recounting stories about the Flying Kites children. 

For an ambassador’s own s  oen own ecurity, we suggest not providing personal information on Ambassador Websites (blogs), including your last name, address, exact location in Kenya, or information about your family or personal possessions.  Posting such information on the Internet has the risk of leading to identity fraud and other security concerns. 

Confidentiality. During the course of an ambassador’s service at Flying Kites, they become a trusted member of the Flying Kites family.  They will very likely learn a great deal about the organization and the children we serve, and may become privy to sensitive information about the organization that has not yet been released to the public.  Ambassadors must not post such information prior to its official release by the organization.  This includes but is not limited to, names of major donors, the names and living locations of families in our outreach programs, and staff member changes.  If ever in doubt, refer to the Country Director before posting Flying Kites news.  

Violation of these Guidelines.  If an Ambassador Website is found to be in violation of any of the above, the ambassador will be asked by a Flying Kites staff member to remove the offending material. If an ambassador refuses to oblige, Flying Kites reserves the right to terminate the ambassador’s term of service.

By signing this document, I acknowledge that I have read and agree to the Flying Kites Policy for Ambassadors’ Personal Websites and Blogs. 

______________________________



_____________________

Ambassador Signature






Date

______________________________

Printed Name

WAIVER OF LIABILITY

To be read and signed by all persons intending to volunteer in Kenya with Flying Kites, Inc.

I, ________________, acknowledge that I, or my dependent(s), has/have voluntarily applied to participate in the activities of Flying Kites Leadership Academy in Njabini, Kenya.

I, _________________, understand the risks associated with travel to Kenya and I certify that I am volunteering with Flying Kites at my own risk. I have read the travel warning pertaining to Kenya on the State Department website (http://travel.state.gov). I am aware that my time at Flying Kites will be spent working with children in the classroom, children’s home, and surrounding areas. I certify that I have read the volunteer packets provided to me by Flying Kites and that I understand my job description as a volunteer.

I hereby agree to accept any and all risk of injury, illness or death, and verify this statement by placing my signature below.

As consideration for being permitted to participate in these activities and use their facilities, I hereby agree that I, any assignees, heirs, guardians and legal representatives will not make a claim against, sue or attack the property of Flying Kites, its directors, officers, agents, employees, volunteers, ambassadors, suppliers, contractors or subcontractors for injury, illness or damage resulting from negligent, intentional or other acts. I hereby release Flying Kites from all actions, claims, or demands that I, or my representatives, now have or may hereafter have, for injury, death or damage resulting from my participation in the activities of Flying Kites.

I,________________, or my dependent(s) have carefully read this assumption of risk, release of Flying Kites and agreement and I or my dependent(s) fully understand its contents. I am aware that this is a release of liability and a legal contract between myself and Flying Kites and that it affects my legal rights.

I am signing this document of my own free will.

I understand that Flying Kites, Inc. cannot be liable for any injuries or illness that I, or my dependent(s), may suffer. I expressly waive any such claim for compensation or liability on the part of Flying Kites, Inc., beyond what may be offered freely by the representative of Flying Kites, Inc., in the event of such injury or medical expense.

Signature____________________________________ Date Signed______________ 

Printed name_____________________________________

CONFIDENTIALITY AGREEMENT: AN AMBASSADOR'S OBLIGATIONS

I, ________________________________________, have requested to be an ambassador at Flying Kites Leadership Academy.
I understand that as an ambassador I may have access to confidential information about the children living at the Home, members of the community benefiting from the outreach program, or the organization itself.

I understand that photographs of the children or the Home cannot be used for commercial gain without approval from the Board of Directors.

I understand that any information that I learn is confidential and that such information cannot be disclosed to anyone without permission from the Board of Directors.

I understand the law provides for civil and criminal penalties for disclosure of confidential information. I agree that I will not: 

-Reveal to anyone the name or identity of any child 

-Repeat to anyone any statements or communications made by or about any child

-Reveal to anyone any information that I learn about a child as a result of discussions with others providing care to any of our children

-Write or publish any articles, stories, papers, or other written materials containing the names of any children or information from which the names or identities of any child can be discerned

-If a paper is written about my volunteer work here, I agree that I will submit it to the director of volunteer services for approval.

I certify that I have read this statement. I understand my obligation to maintain child confidentiality, and I agree to follow that obligation.

________________________________________
______________________

Signature 










Date

____________________________________________

Printed Name

REFERENCES

Please provide a minimum of three personal references. List the full name of each reference (who is NOT related to you and has known you for at least two years). Please indicate how you know this person and provide a telephone number and e-mail address for each.

1. Mr./Mrs./Ms. ___________________________________Relationship: ___________ E­mail address: ___________________________________Phone number: _____________

2. Mr./Mrs./Ms. __________________________________Relationship: ________________ E­mail address: __________________________________Phone number: ______________

3. Mr./Mrs./Ms.___________________________________Relationship:________________

E­mail address:_________________________________ Phone number:______________

Please list any references or friends associated with Flying Kites. ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Applicant: _________________________________Date _________________

CONTACT INFORMATION

Ambassador Name ___________________________________________

Address__________________________________________City____________________

State______________ Zip___________ Phone (home)_____________________

Phone (work)_______________________ 

Duration of Stay in Kenya_______________________________________________
Dates of stay in Kenya__________________________________________

IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Name _______________________________________________________________________ Address _____________________________________________________________________ City: ________________________________State ________________ Zip ___________ 

Phone (home) _________________________Phone (work): __________________

Relation to Ambassador ________________________________________________

Signature: ______________________________________

Please sign waivers and fill out the attached forms and email all documents to:

volunteer@flyingkites.org. 
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